THE LATERAN DECREES IN ENGLAND      107
were obviously acquainted with the text of the decrees, M.
Stephen Langton, after his return to England in 1219, took
up the question of reform and held a Provincial Council at
Oxford in I222.1 At this council a number of the decrees
of the Lateran Council were incorporated among the con-
stitutions issued both in the formal clauses of the Council
and in the < Constitutions of Stephen Langton V said in a
thirteenth-century manuscript3 to have been issued at the
Council of Oxford. These seem to form the groundwork
upon which some of the later episcopal constitutions were
founded. Walter Gray, Archbishop of York, on the other
hand, does not seem to have issued any constitutions until
125<D,4 at the very end of his pontificate, and these do not
contain any decrees of the Lateran Council, but in his re-
gister 5 there is ample evidence that he was well aware of
the contents of the decrees and endeavoured to enforce
them in his diocese.
Of the ordinary bishops who were present at the Council
no constitutions appear to survive from Rochester, Lincoln,6
or Carlisle, so we cannot tell whether or not they possessed
copies of the decrees. The see of Rochester was very much
under the control of Canterbury, and possibly the bishops
of Rochester considered the enforcement of provincial
decrees sufficient in itself. Moreover, Rochester was, until
1217, the centre of the activities of Prince Louis, while
M. Benedict Sansetun later was fully occupied with affairs
of state and spent much of his time at Court. Hugh of
Wells, Bishop of Lincoln, was exceedingly active in en-
forcing many of the decrees in his diocese,7 and his
* Articles of Enquiry for Archdeacons in the diocese of
Lincoln>s issued in 1230 are definitely influenced by the
decrees of the Council of which it seems probable that he
possessed a copy. At Carlisle there was a vacancy in 1215,
but Hugh of Beaulieu, Bishop of Carlisle, 1219-1223,
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